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Working for our Community 

 
 
 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT GISLINGHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL 

ON MONDAY 19 MARCH 2018 

 
Present: Councillor C Pitt, Councillor C Chopping, Councillor C Tranter, Councillor R Pye, Councillor J 
Bell, Councillor G Laurence, Councillor K Brooke, Councillor J Cripps, Councillor S Wells,   Councillor D 
Kearsley, one member of the public and Mrs K Wells (Clerk) 
  
1 TO CONSIDER/APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

There were none.  Councillor Fleming had sent her apologies  
2 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS  

Councillors Pitt and Cripps declared a non-pecuniary interest in 17.2 of the agenda in relation to 

donations. 
 
3 TO APPROVE THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

19 FEBRUARY 2018  
It was proposed by Councillor Cripps, seconded by Councillor Bell and agreed by 4 votes to 3 with 
two abstentions that the Chairman sign the minutes as a true record once the following was added in 
the public participation session “that the Gislingham Silver Band included many benefits including 
those to health and social engagement.  The Gislingham Silver Band offers free music tuition for 
children and access to instruments.” 
3.1 Matters Arising.  
Councillor Pitt confirmed that he had forwarded the measurements of the playground to Councillor 
Laurence and discussed the playground equipment submission with Councillor Kearsley. 
Councillor Pitt confirmed that he had written to Jo Churchill and then someone had come to talk to 
him about a replacement post box.  The Royal Mail representative accepted that there is a need for a 
post box and will progress the work.  Councillor Laurence confirmed that he is happy for the post 
box to be erected outside the village shop.  Councillor Pitt has thanked Jo Churchill for her help.  The 
old post box will be left and sealed up. 
Councillor Kearsley had put information about objecting to planning applications in the Messenger 
but had not responded with further information about CIL money. 
The Clerk confirmed that she had reported the rails on the Suffolk Highways website.  There had not 
been a response. 
Councillor Pitt had completed the Suffolk County Council questionnaire about taking on more 
responsibilities. 
The Clerk confirmed that all the payments had been made as per 6.4 page 659. 
The Clerk confirmed that she had found the letter about riparian responsibilities.  Councillor Cripps 
contacted the man who wrote letter and he was supportive.  He had contact information for the new 
contact, Ellie Beecroft.  She had come to Gislingham and focused on Mill Street.  Ms Beecroft was 
encouraging and suggested using a softly softly approach.  She will write something for inclusion in 
the May edition of the Messenger.  Councillor Cripps said that Rickinghall had put something similar 
in their magazine recently and volunteered to find it.  Councillor Cripps to investigate.  The article 
in the Messenger could be followed up with a letter.  It is recommended that ditches are cleared on 
lower land first but this would be difficult to co-ordinate.  There have been some changes in 
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ownership would be good to know who owns what. Councillor Cripps to continue working with Ms 
Beecroft.  
The Clerk confirmed that she had received the photos and uploaded them but hasn’t worked out how 
to add them to the website yet.  Action plan too. 
The Clerk confirmed that she had contacted PKF and Gislingham Parish Council had been added to 
the SAAA list.       

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION   
To receive reports from the County Councillor, District Councillor, and Questions and 
Comments from the Public.  
Councillor Fleming was not at the meeting but gave the following report :- 

By County Councillor Jessica Fleming, Hartismere Division, Suffolk   

Jessica.fleming@suffolk.gov.uk  Tel: 07714-597980 twitter: @jesstfleming 

Planning – Draft NPPF 2018 out for consultation - The draft revised National Planning Policy 

Framework has been issued for consultation, which runs until 10th May – refer to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-revised-national-planning-policy-framework 

This incorporates proposals from the Housing White Paper and the Planning for the right homes in 

the right places consultation -  

Highways – The County Highways teams are aware of the number of new potholes and drainage 

problems due to the recent severe weather, and requests patience while these issues are addressed.  

The teams responsible for fixing potholes are the same teams that are busy gritting the roads. This 

has resulted in a backlog of reactive works and additional resources are being allocated. 

Continue to report new issues on the website: http://highwaysreporting.suffok.gov.uk 

Self-Help Survey - Suffolk Highways will analyse the results and develop a process to enable 

communities to undertake minor highways tasks in their areas on a voluntary basis.  Key principles 

for the Community Self Help offer will be reviewed and agreed by the Suffolk Highways Senior 

Leadership Team and a process presented in June 2018. We communicated this survey via SALC and 

LCPAS (Local Council Public Advisory Service) and have so far received 125 responses. 

Stakeholder events re. A140 and Eye Airfield – Suffolk County Council and Mid Suffolk District 

Council have planned 2 stakeholder engagement events to inform the design of proposed road 

schemes.  Events will be held from 2pm to 7pm on Thursday 22nd March at Eye Community Centre 

and will be attended by officers from both councils.  A second stakeholder engagement event will 

take place on Monday 9th April between 8.30am and 2pm.  The Parish Council should have received 

its own invitation direct from the County Council, this is to ensure you are informed. 

Suffolk County Council to consult on future Record Office Service in Lowestoft – A public 

consultation will be held in early summer over the future of the Record Office Service in Lowestoft, 

http://www.suffolkarchives.co.uk/about-suffolk-archives/future-record-office-service-in-lowestoft/ 

‘The Hold’ in Ipswich was granted planning permission in February as a repository for most of 

Suffolk’s historic records and archives with facilities for public access and links to Suffolk 

University. 

The public participation section was reopened when Councillor Kearsley arrived. 

Councillor Kearsley reported that the NPPF consultation was ongoing and it was possible to respond 

as Parish as well as on an individual basis.  Comments from previous consultation were taken on 

board and changes made.  There are meetings about the possible roundabouts on the A140 on 22 

March and   9 April. 

There is an ongoing consultation about the Mid Suffolk boundary review.  Councillor Kearsley 

reported that she had sent in comments previously disagreeing with the way villages had been split 

up.  There will be fewer members on MSDC going forward so the size of each ward has had to be 

increased.  It is not known whether the new boundaries will be ready for the election in 2019.   

Councillor Pitt reminded Councillor Kearsley that she had two actions from the previous minutes 

relating to the Messenger and to CIL.  Councillor Kearsley confirned that CIL can be spent on leisure 

and that she has spoken to the Gislingham Silver Band and offered to help them through the bidding 

process in April and possibly again in October.  GSB is already in the files at MSDC and is a good 

mailto:Jessica.fleming@suffolk.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-revised-national-planning-policy-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fixing-our-broken-housing-market
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-right-homes-in-the-right-places-consultation-proposals
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-right-homes-in-the-right-places-consultation-proposals
http://highwaysreporting.suffok.gov.uk/
http://www.suffolkarchives.co.uk/about-suffolk-archives/future-record-office-service-in-lowestoft/
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project which need funding but didn’t fall into the section 106 money categories.  There may have 

been confusion because in the original outline planning application for 40 houses GSB would have 

got £100,000 of section 106 money.  The project should not have been identified on the decision 

notice when only at the outline planning application stage. 

Councillor Bell asked how many councillors there would and was told that there are currently 34 and 

this would go down to 26.  MSDC has said that it couldn’t function with less than 26.   

Councillor Pitt asked how Mid Suffolk and Babergh would combine and was told that the council 

would be put together and the same number of councillors, 82 currently, would be  kept and both will 

go down proportionally.  

5 CLERKS REPORT 

5.1 Details of Circulated Emails  

The Clerk confirmed that she had circulated the following emails: 

SALC Mid Suffolk North Area Meeting on 7 March, SALC bulletin inc training,  SALC 

GDPR tool kit for local councils, Suffolk remembers Armistice arrangements, MSDC CIL 

presentation, Suffolk Constabulary New PCSO called Karen Murton, SALC bulletin.  
5.2 Update on BT Phone Box and Defibrillator 

There was no update. 

5.3 Update on the Post Office Van 

There was no update beyond what had been discussed in public participation session.  It was 

agreed to take this item off the agenda. 

5.4 Update on Highway Issues 

The verge along Mill Street next to the 5 house development has been damaged.  The Clerk 

contacted the developer and he apologised.  Once the access road has been completed there 

should be no further damage.    

There are concerns about architects etc  leaving vehicles on Thornham Road to look at new 

development site. 

5.5 Update on bin emptying at adventure playground 
Councillor Pitt reported that he had put advert in his article in the Messenger.  The Clerk 

confirmed that she has the black bags for anyone who would like to do the job. 

There had not yet been any interest in the job. 

6 FINANCE  

6.1 Current Account Balance  
As at 28 February 2018 - £429.20  

6.2 Deposit Account Balance  

As at 28 February 2018 - £22001.85  

 6.3 Income  

None 

6.4 To approve the following invoices and salaries for payment – Resolution required   
 K J Wells – Salary for January 2018 – £311.76 

 K J Wells – Expenses for Feb-Mar 2018 - £22.50 

 SALC – J Bell training - £60 

 Councillor J Bell – mileage claim - £39.60 

 Suffolk County Council – street lighting - £789.77 

Councillor Pitt stated that it had agreed, in July last year, to buy a new marquee at £500 – 600 

and the Parish Council had applied to Councillor Kearsley for a share of her locality budget.  

A grant of £550 had been received and this could now be spent on a marquee. 

Councillor Laurence stated that the cost of street lighting was £15 less than last year.    

It was proposed by Councillor Pitt, seconded by Councillor Laurence and agreed 

unanimously, with one abstention, to pay all the items at 6.4.    The Clerk will arrange.  

7 PLANNING APPLICATIONS, NOTIFICATIONS AND DECISIONS  
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7.1 Application for consent to carry out works to tree(s) protected by a Tree Preserveration 

Order – DC/18/01114 – at Jennet House, Mill Street.  It was resolved that the Parish 

Council would support this application.  
8 CORRESPONDENCE  

8.1 Suffolk County Council  
None 

 8.2 Mid Suffolk District Council  
Communication about the electoral review.  It is possible to comment on line.  The new 
boundary has the A140 on right hand side.   

 8.3 Suffolk Association of Local Councils   
None. 

 8.4 Miscellaneous  

Clerks and Councils Direct – there was an article about VAT on page 10.  This suggested that 

if land is leased by GPC then can VAT can be reclaimed.   The Constitution of the Skatepark 

Committee would also need to allow for them to donate money to GPC.  The rewriting of the 

constitution was ongoing but the skatepark committee has decided to fundraise for the full 

amount and not reclaim any VAT.  Councillor Chopping asked that his view that this is 

nonsense be recorded as any reclaimed VAT could be spent on other good causes in the 

village.   

Gislingham United Charity own the land and lease it to Gislingham Parish Council.  GPC 

will own the skatepark equipment once the skatepark has been built.  The skatepark 

committee has put in bids for various grants.  

8.5 Correspondence received since circulation of bag 

Planning application as above. 

9 COUNCILLORS REPORTS  

9.1 Rights of Way/Footpaths  

Councillor Chopping had sent out a report before the meeting.  As a result of footpath issues 

identified from residents’ reports to the help desk, Councillors Chopping and Cripps walked 

the respective footpaths and discovered that two footpaths which cross farmers’ fields had not 

been reinstated following ploughing. Additionally, some of the waymarking signs had fallen 

down which may have been deliberate as they had not rotted through. These are important 

paths as they are connecting footpaths to other paths which are now only accessible by 

walking around the field perimeter effectively trespassing and walking in front of properties 

at the back of Viking Close. One resident of Viking Close has put up a sign reminding 

walkers that “this is not a footpath.” 
Councillor Chopping has reported this to SCC and they have visited the sites and issued 

enforcement notices. The reinstatement of the waymarking posts has also been added to their 

contractor’s works. This is the third time in as many months that a situation where footpaths 

have not been reinstated by landowners subsequent to ploughing has been reported. A number 

of suggestions were made including contacting the Ramblers’ Association and/or organising a 

footpath walking day. Councillor Chopping suggested that it might be better to try and open a 

dialogue with the landowners in question by writing to them to establish why there appear to 

be problems. Councillor Chopping to contact SCC to establish who the landowners are. 

 9.2 Adventure Playground  

Councillor Pitt stated that the application for section 106 money is ongoing with Councillor 

Kearsley.   Councillor Kearsley had corrected the arithmetic for C Pitt and was waiting for 

the corrected figures before doing the supporting letter.  The licence for the increased area 

was ready for signing.  Councillor Pitt to send amended figures Councillor Kearsley.  

 9.3 Neighbourhood Watch  

Councillor Tranter reported that there has been a man in Yaxley, Mellis and Gislingham 

selling garden furniture.  He has a photograph of van and driver.  The man knocks on doors 
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trying to sell furniture and then takes photos and then within a week there have been 

burglaries in the area. 

Secondly, a resident of Gislingham was driving between Finningham and Gislingham at 

11.30pm when he was stopped by 4 men who banged on the car bonnet.  The man got away 

but the outcome could have been different. The four men in hoodies will know that the 

incident has been made public. 

There is a new PCSO but she doesn not have many resources. 

 9.4 Village Map  

Councillor Brooke reported that Gary Cobbold has the frame and is waiting for confirmation 

of where to site it.  The Village Hall committee need to decide where to site it.  Councillor 

Brooke and the Clerk had stated that there is a lot of street furniture near the junction which is 

why they had suggested putting it further back.  
 9.5 Speed Indicator Device   

Councillor Wells reported that he had difficulty getting the locks undone because they were 
frozen.  There was a reduction due to snowy weather.  There had been a total of 11486 
vehicle movements with 85% at or below 31.4 mph.      

10 REVIEW OF ACTIONS FROM MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL HELP DESK – 
COUNCILLORS BELL AND CRIPPS  
Councillor Pitt reported that there was one action of someone complaining about the ditch at Chapel 

Farm being clogged by litter.  This ditch will be done as part of litter pick as it had been last year. 

The refurbishment of the Village Hall may not be finished until 12 April so there won’t be a book 

sale.  It was agreed to decide who will attend in May at the April meeting.  
11 PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE/FACEBOOK – CLERK  

The Clerk reported that she and Councillor Bell attended the Community Action Suffolk training on 

March. 7.  They are planning to get together to go through some of the updates  

12 CONSIDER PLANS FOR THE BATTLE’S OVER COMMEMMORATION 2018 

Councillor Pitt reported that the meeting with other village organisations had made good progress.  

Representatives of GVC, GSB, VH, GPC, WI and School had all been invited to work out a plan.  

The PCC is knitting and crocheting poppies to display on the wall of the church.  There will be 

memorabilia from WW1 in the church.  Councillor Pitt reported that a laser would not be suitable to 

display pictures on the church so he would investigate a projector instead.  The WI has agreed to help 

with sandwiches and tea on Sunday 11 from 11.30 to 12.30 and is happy to contribute financially.  

GVC has agreed to be involved and GSB is planning an evening of music from WW1 on November 

9.  There will be bell ringing at the war memorial and there will be a quarter peal after lunch.  Gerald 

Prior has suggested a concert to include ukuleles and singers.   

GPC is investigating flower troughs but could also have larger poppies to tie onto poles.  It would be 

good to find someone to sponsor the traiangel of sleepers outside the Village Hall.  Around 100 

plastic poppies are needed for the planters and then they can be used for flowers going forwards.  

Councillor Pitt to talk to potential sponsors.   There may need to be some ground work.  Could ask 

Lovells, Simon Burgess and TOP if they would like to help.  The gardening club could be involved 

in planting after the poppies are removed. 

13 CONSIDER IMPLEMENTATION OF REQUIREMENTS OF GENERAL DATA 

PROTECTION REGULATIONS IN 2018 

There are still no final regulations in place.  Councillor Laurence said that the storage of information 

on gmail may be better than on Apple.  Information on the cloud may not be secure. 

14 ACTION PLAN 2018 

Needs to be updated.  Clerk to action. 

15 CONSIDER PLANS FOR REPLACEMENT OF PARISH CLERK 

 Councillor Pitt reported that there has been information in the Messenger.  Three people have 

expressed interest but only one could attend the meeting.  Councillor Pitt suggested a time line of the 

new clerk sitting along-side in April, getting more involved in May and taking over at the start of 

June.  Interviews will take place on Thursday12 April with Councillor Pitt observing.  Councillors 
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Chopping and Bell, along with the Clerk to attend.  Councillor Chopping reminded the Councillors 

that it would be desirable for the new clerk to qualify as CILCA before May next year or else the 

council would lose its power of competency.  Councillor Pitt to co-ordinate questions with the 

selection panel.  Clerk to find job description to pass on to candidates and selection panel.    

16 BUSINESS PLAN 2017/2018 

16.1 Village Meeting 
Councillor Pitt confirmed that he had spoken to the Village Hall Booking Clerk and the hall is 

available on 23 May.  Councillors were reminded that they do not have to attend but the Chair 

and Clerk do as each has to deliver an annual report.  There will be reports from the SCC and 

MSDC councillors.  Over the years, different formats have been used and there could be a 

guest speaker to open the evening.  The Police and Crime Commissioner has attended in the 

past.  It was agreed to ask someone to talk about wildlife for approximately 30 minutes such 

as the Suffolk Wildlife Trust or Daryl.  Clerk to contact Suffolk Wildlife.   There will be 

wine and nibbles at the end. 

Reports are requested from village organisations and they can have display boards or a table 

for the evening.  Speedwatch had a table there last year.  Clerk to invite village organisations.  

Councillor Pitt to advertise in May Messenger and place it in Diary Plus in April. 

16.5 Debate the Watson Bowl 

The Watson Bowl is awarded each year to a person or persons who the parish council think 

has contributed to the Village.  There have been three nominations so far.  Nominations are 

being invited through the Messenger and there will be a discussion at the April meeting.    

Some detail required as to why they are being nominated.  The only rules are that the person 

can’t be paid to do the role and can’t be on parish council. 

16.3 Consider and Approve Internal Control Document 

Councillor Brooke proposed and C Pitt seconded the proposal to approve the internal control 

document.  It was agreed unanimously 

16.4 Organise a Litter Pick  

The litter pick will take place on Sunday 22 April from 10am.  Councillor Laurence stated 

that he would be unable to co-ordinate the event this time.  There would be refreshments 

around 10.45am.  Councillor Cripps volunteered to advertise the event within FOGS and the   

Clerk volunteered to co-ordinate.  The pickers have been borrowed by Thormham Magna and 

then theirs will be available for the Gislingham event. 

 16.6 Review Training Needs 

Councillor Bell has done the first half of the new councillor training and will do the second 

half when new training list comes out.  Her view was that some councils not as professional 

as Gislingham.   

 16.2 Grants and Donations 

£250 of the budget has been allocated to grants and donations.  There were several 

applications, some more local than others.  It was proposed by Councillor Laurence and 

seconded by Councillor Chopping to support FOGS with a donation of £50.  This was agreed 

with 2 abstentions. 

It was proposed by Councillor Laurence and seconded by Councillor Chopping to support  

Suffolk Accident Rescue Service, Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk, Headway and Eye and 

District Volunteer Club with donations of £50 each.  This was agreed unanimously. 

18 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA  

 None. 

19   DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Monday 16 April 2018 at 7.30 pm in 

Gislingham Village Hall or Gislingham School if the Village Hall is not available. 
 


