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Working for our Community 

 
 
 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 

19 FEBRUARY 2018 

 
Present: Councillor C Pitt, Councillor C Chopping, Councillor C Tranter, Councillor R Pye, Councillor J 
Bell, Councillor G Laurence, Councillor K Brooke, Councillor J Cripps, Councillor S Wells 42 members of 
the public and Mrs K Wells (Clerk) 
 
The meeting was opened with a presentation from Sam Sinclair of Lovell Homes in relation to the new 
development off Thornham Road.  Several residents raised concerns which were responded to and it was 
agreed that there would be a more informal public engagement event approximately one month before 
building commences later in the year.  It is hoped that one or more of the management team would be able to 
attend. 
  
1 TO CONSIDER/APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

There were none.  
2 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS  

Councillor Pitt declared a non-pecuniary interest in 8.1 of the agenda in relation to the planning 

application at the school.  Councillor Chopping declared a pecuniary interest in 7.4 of the agenda in 

relation to his expenses claim. 
 
3 TO APPROVE THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

15 January 2018  
It was proposed by Councillor Laurence, seconded by Councillor Tranter and agreed unanimously  
with two abstentions (absent from meeting) that the Chairman sign the minutes as a true record after 
an amendment in Matters Arising to “The clerk confirmed that the payments listed in 6.4 of the 
December minutes were made.” 
3.1 Matters Arising.  
The clerk confirmed that the comments on VAT had been passed to the skatepark committee. 
Councillor Chopping reported that he had included fly tipping in the article for the Messenger. 
Councillor Laurence reported that the issue of the playground agreement with Gislingham United 
Charity had been discussed at the GUC meeting in January.  The playground has a licence which can 
be altered once the area has been measured and agreed.  Councillor Pitt reported that he had 
measured the area and would forward the information to Councillor Laurence.  Councillor Pitt to 
progress this. 
Councillor Pitt reported that he had not progressed the submission for playground equipment with 
Councillor Kearsley because he had been away.  Councillors Pitt and Kearsley to progress before 
next meeting. 
There was no update from either Councillor Fleming or Councillor Kearsley about the replacement 
of the post box.  Councillors Fleming and Kearsley to report at next meeting.   The Post Office is 
under a legal obligation to provide a post box within half a mile of 98% of the population.  It was 
agreed that the next step would be to contact the MP, Jo Churchill.  Councillor Pitt to write to her.   
Councillor Chopping reported that he had spoken to the Gislingham Guardians about planning 
objections.  They thought that the information should be on planning portal website.  Councillor 
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Chopping reported that he had written to Councillor Kearsley about this.  Councillor Tranter reported 
that he had spoken to the residents of Back Street.  Councillor Kearsley to put information into 
the March edition of the Messenger. 
The Clerk reported that the payments listed in 6.4 of the January minutes had been made.  She also 
confirmed that she had received information from Councillor Bell for the website but was awaiting 
info from Councillor Cripps 
Councillor Cripps reported that the Mother and Toddler Group had held a table top sale which raised 
£400.  They may apply for a donation from the Parish Council.    
The Clerk confirmed that the precept had been sent to MSDC and had been acknowledged.       

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION   
To receive reports from the County Councillor, District Councillor, and Questions and 
Comments from the Public.  
A resident spoke on behalf of the Gislingham Silver Band.  They have raised £30,000 towards the 

£110,000 required to build a new band hut.  When the plans were put in progress it appeared that it 

would be possible to apply for a grant from MSDC but when GSB had contacted Gillian Hilder it 

was suggested that GSB did not fit the criteria any more.  The representative of GSB was very 

disappointed by this given the many benefits of playing music. 

At this point C Kearsley joined the meeting. 

It was agreed that GPC would support a request for information from MSDC and would be 

sympathetic to any further bids for funds when there is CIL money to distribute.  CIL money would 

be available for all village organisations to apply for.  Once GPC knows what funding is available for 

disbursement it will seek bids. 

Councillor Kearsley was given a copy of the GSB paperwork relating to MSDC.  

Councillor Chopping reported that he had looked at the CIL regulations on the MSDC website to 

check what CIL money can be spent on and that one of the categories is for the provision of leisure 

and community facilities.  Councillor Kearsley to investigate. 

Councillor Kearsley reported that 15% of CIL will go to GPC and the rest to MSDC.  Five percent of 

the MSDC portion will be spent on administration and the rest can be bid for by schools, health 

centres etc.  It is administrated by someone other than Gillian Hilder. 

The playground money has come from Section 106 money. 

GSB could apply to MSDC for part of the CIL money as previous discussions were under s106 rules. 

Councillor Kearsley stated she would go back to MSDC and talk to the right people about the GSB 

funding.  She will go with support of GPC.   

A resident made comment about the state of the railings in the village and asked what can be done.  

This issue was to be discussed later. 

Councillor Kearsley reported that she had come from Mellis PC where they now had 6 councillors 

and had appointed a clerk. 

Councillor Kearsley reported that there had been a review of CIL for parish councils and that there 

will be workshops from July onwards.  CIL will be paid out twice a year.   

Councillor Pitt asked about the post box and Councillor Kearsley reported that MSDC is liaising with 

the Post Office about getting a new post box but had no idea why it has taken so long.  The mobile 

post office is seeking someone to run it but there haven’t been any applicants.  It may not be 

economically viable.  The MSDC cabinet member is contacting the Post Office on a regular basis 

and there are other communities waiting for post boxes. 

Councillor Chopping reiterated that details on application to committee would go in the jottings.  The 

criteria have changed and sound reasons are required to request to go to committee.  The request may 

not result in the application going to committee. 

Councillor Bell stated that public may not be aware that they could make representation to 

Councillor Kearsley too  about taking an application to committee.  

5 CLERKS REPORT 

5.1 Details of Circulated Emails  

The Clerk confirmed that she had circulated the following emails: 
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MSDC Funding and Volunteer Fair on13 February, MSDC Babergh and Mid Suffolk 

working together in the future, SCC Highways consultation, Suffolk Police PCSO Newsletter, 

SALC Newsletter.  
5.2 Update on BT Phone Box and Defibrillator 

There was no update. 

5.3 Update on the Post Office Van 

There was no update beyond what had been discussed in public participation session. 

5.4 Update on Highway Issues 

There had been reports of damage to rails in Gislingham.  It was thought that the damage was 

done by a vehicle rather than person.  They are a good safety feature.  Clerk to report to 

Suffolk Highways. 
The damaged footpath sign at the opposite Viking Close has been reported. 

There was a discussion about the Suffolk Highways survey which wanted to find out views of 

parish councils in relation to taking on grass cutting, sign cleaning etc.  The signs are cleaned 

when there is a litter pick.  Suffolk Highways are now responsible for public rights of way. It 

was agreed that Gislingham PC doesn’t want to take on more because we can’t afford the 

extra cost.  We will do footpaths that aren’t on cutting list at our discretion.  Councillor Pitt 

to fill in questionnaire on that basis.  

5.5 Update on bin emptying at adventure playground 

Sheila Eade has been emptying the bin for some time and has decided to stop.  The bin 

regularly contains dog mess.  There was a discussion about how to proceed and it was 

suggested that a sign stating that there are other dog mess bins at access points to Meadow 

could be erected.  It was also suggested that the idea of taking rubbish home should be 

promoted.  Councillor Pitt to write and thank her for what she has done on voluntary basis.  

Need to advertise to see if someone would take it on as volunteer.  Clerk to do advert for 

Messenger. 

6 FINANCE  

6.1 Current Account Balance  
As at 31 January 2018 - £756.71  

6.2 Deposit Account Balance  

As at 31 December 2017 - £22001.85  

 6.3 Income  

None 

6.4 To approve the following invoices and salaries for payment – Resolution required   
 K J Wells – Salary for January 2018 – £311.76 

  C Chopping – expenses – £15.75  

It was proposed by Councillor Tranter, seconded by Councillor Brooke and agreed 

unanimously, with one abstention, to pay all the items at 6.4.    The Clerk will arrange.  

7 PLANNING APPLICATIONS, NOTIFICATIONS AND DECISIONS  

7.1 Application for Planning permission number DC/18/00566 for the erection of a detached 

multipurpose teaching facility at Gislingham CE Primary School, Broadfields Road 
Councillor Pitt declared an interest in this.   

There was a discussion about whether adding ad hoc classrooms was really the best way for 

the school to develop or whether they should be building up rather than eating into 

playground space.  It was suggested that larger classrooms offered more flexibility 

particularly when there are children with special educational needs.   

It was proposed by Councillor Laurence, seconded by Councillor Chopping and agreed by 7 

votes with 2 abstentions to support the application.  
8 CORRESPONDENCE  

8.1 Suffolk County Council  
None 

 8.2 Mid Suffolk District Council  
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None. 

 8.3 Suffolk Association of Local Councils   
None. 

 8.4 Miscellaneous   
None.   

8.5 Correspondence received since circulation of bag 

Email from SALC about the waste survey.  It was agreed not to comment. 

There was a letter of thanks from Street Forge for donation. 

9 COUNCILLORS REPORTS  

9.1 Rights of Way/Footpaths  

Councillor Chopping had sent out a report before the meeting.  Footpath 29 at the bottom of 

Coldham Lane had been tilled and not reinstated.  SCC has issued enforcement notice. 

Footpath sign at Viking Close has been reported and has been added to the contractor 

schedule for the next time they are in the area. 

 9.2 Adventure Playground  

The application for section 106 money is ongoing with Councillor Kearsley.  It will be 

progressed by Councillor Pitt.  Councillor Pitt to let Councillor Laurence know the 

dimensions.  

 9.3 Neighbourhood Watch  

Councillor Tranter reported that there had been no report from Suffolk Police.  There had 

been an incident in Columbine Way but couldn’t say what.  Councillors Bell and Cripps had 

provided him with information about the railings for the Messenger.  There have been a 

number of thefts from vans locally. 

 9.4 Village Map  

Councillor Brooke reported that she had spoken to Mr Gary Cobbold and he will be making 

the frame and legs before cementing the map in place.  Councillors Brooke will check with 

the Village Hall before cementing in.  A picture will be put in the Messenger with thanks to 

Adrian Waite.  He has not put in an invoice for the work.  
 9.5 Speed Indicator Device   

Councillor Wells reported that there had been a total of 17,200 vehicle movements with 85% 
at or below 30.7 mph.   The average of  the 15% who were driving faster than 30.7mph was  
33.5mph.  
It was noted that the speed watch van was in Gislingham on the day of the meeting, as well as 
speedwatch being in action.  

10 REVIEW OF ACTIONS FROM MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL HELP DESK – 
COUNCILLORS BELL AND CRIPPS  
Councillors Bell and Cripps reported that they had talked to lots of residents.  It was commented that 

their pictures were not on the board with the other councillors.  Councillor Bell reported back to 

residents when possible before the meeting.  They put out a sign advertising the next parish council 

meeting.   

There was a question about riparian responsibilities along Mill Street.  There was a suggestion to set 

up working party to clear out the water course.  Several years ago Councillors Kitson and Brooke had 

delivered letters stating what their responsibilities were.  The clerk to look for the letter. There 

have been changes of residents and there are reports of two blocked culverts.  Councillor Cripps 

agreed to take on responsibility for corresponding with residents.   

Councillor Pitt has another speedwatch sign so will replace the one which had been damaged at 

Viking Close. 

The following advice was suggested for a tin of paint.  It can be left with the lid off until it dries.  It 

can be filled with sand or cat litter and then disposed of to landfill.  
Councillor Pitt will attend the next Help Desk on Saturday 3 March 2018 from 1000 to 1200 at 
the Village Hall.   
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11 PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE/FACEBOOK – CLERK  
The Clerk reported that she and Councillor Bell are to attend Community Action Suffolk training in 

March.  The website will be updated after that.  Clerk to contact Jeff Norman for photos of 

Councillors Bell and Cripps for the website. 

12 CONSIDER PLANS FOR THE BATTLE’S OVER COMMEMMORATION 2018 

Councillor Pitt reported that there would be a meeting on 28 February with other village 

organisations.  Representatives of GVC, GSB, VH, GPC, WI and School had all been invited to work 

out a plan.           . 

13 CONSIDER IMPLEMENTATION OF REQUIREMENTS OF GENERAL DATA 

PROTECTION REGULATIONS IN 2018 

There are no final regulations in place yet. 

14 ACTION PLAN 2018 

Add comments from 3 Feb and put on website.  Clerk to action. 

15 CONSIDER ARRANGEMENTS FOR EXTERNAL AUDIT FOR YEAR ENDING 31 

MARCH 2018 
Councillor Chopping attended the SALC briefing on 30 January 2018 and sent round notes.  The cost 

seems reasonable.  The receipt of CIL or funds for skatepark could make us non- exempt in that year 

so could go in and out of being exempt.  It was considered that it would be good governance to have 

a limited assurance review.  It would be a case of filling in a form and sending it off along with an 

explanation for any variance.  Some councils will be selected at random for further testing.   

Councillor Pitt stated that as Quality Council should go for the high standard.  Councillor Chopping 

proposed having the Limited Assurance Review.  Councillor Pitt seconded the proposal and it was 

agreed unanimously.  PKF has been nominated by SAAA – Smaller Authority Audit Appointments.  

Clerk to contact them to request inclusion.   

16 CONSIDER SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCILS’S QUESTIONNAIRE RE HIGHWAYS 

This had been discussed under highway issues.  Councillor Pitt to complete the questionnaire.  

17 BUSINESS PLAN 2017/2018 

17.1 Appoint internal auditor for the Financial Year 2017/2018 
It was proposed by Councillor Laurence, seconded by Councillor Pye and agreed 

unanimously to reappoint Heelis & Lodge. 

17.2 Ask for nominations for the Watson Bowl 

The Watson Bowl is awarded each year to a person or persons who the parish council think 

has contributed to the Village.  There will be an advert in the Messenger for nominations.  

The nominations are then discussed by GPC and announced at Annual Meeting in May. 

17.3 Consider and Approve Internal Control Document 

Discussion on this document was held over to March as there may be changes required 

following the decision to have a limited assurance review undertaken. 

17.3 Review Training Needs  

There will be a requirement for GDPR training.  Councillor Bell is attending new councillor 

training tomorrow and next Tuesday. 

Councillor Bell and Clerk to attend website training   

18 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA  

 The Clerk reported that she had been offered a permanent position and would no longer be able to 

commit the time required to perform the duties of Parish Clerk.  She agreed to stay in post for a few 

months until a replacement could be found.  Therefore, replacement of the Parish Clerk would be 

added to the next agenda. 

19   DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - 19 March 2018 at 7.30 pm in Gislingham CE 

Primary School. 
 


