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Working for our Community 

 
 
 
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 

17 JULY 2017 

 
Present: Councillor C Pitt (Chairman), Councillor A Kitson (Vice Chairman), Councillor C Chopping, 
Councillor K Brooke, Councillor R Pye, Councillor C Tranter, Councillor S Wells, Councillor J Fleming, 
Councillor D Kearsley, one member of the public and Mrs K Wells (Clerk) 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting by informing Councillors of the resignation of Mrs M Crisp.  He gave a 
vote of thanks to Mrs Crisp for her hard work as a Councillor and stated he would write to her personally.  
The Clerk will follow the procedure to fill the resulting vacancy 
  
1 TO CONSIDER/APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Councillor G Laurence (unwell).  The Council accepted the reason for Councillor Laurence’s 
absence.  

2 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS   
Councillor R Pye declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 5.3. Councillor C Pitt declared a non-

pecuniary interest in Items 6.5 and 7.2. 
 
3 TO APPROVE THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

19 JUNE 2017   
It was proposed by Councillor Tranter, seconded by Councillor Pye and agreed with one abstention 
that the Chairman sign the minutes as a true record after “by the land owners.  Councillor Chopping 
to contact them” was removed from 9.1.       
3.1 Matters Arising.  

The Clerk confirmed that all payments listed in 6.4 had been made.  Councillor Brooke confirmed 

that she had edited the questionnaire and that it had been used at the Summer Fair.  Councillor Crisp 

had not progressed the work on the playground and this would now be progressed by the Clerk.  

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION   
To receive reports from the County Councillor, District Councillor, and Questions and 
Comments from the Public.  
A resident asked what would happen with the dog bin survey now that Councillor Crisp had 

resigned.  After discussion it was agreed that more people are now picking up after their dogs and to 

cease the survey for the time being.   

Part 2 – Councillor Kearsley questioned why her name had not been in the apologies for absence the 

previous meeting.  Councillor Pitt explained that District and County Councillors were considered as 

members of the public so no apologies were necessary.  Councillor Kearsley explained how the 

boundary review was being conducted by the Boundary Commission on behalf of Mid Suffolk and 

Babergh.  By 2019 the number of wards and district councillors will have been reduced.  Gislingham 

ward has a larger number on the electoral ward than others and is likely to be reduced.  The Parish 

boundaries will remain as they are.  The consultation started on 13 June and runs until 7 August.  All 

District Councils in Suffolk are doing this to utilise their money in a different way so more goes 

direct to communities. 
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The consultation is linked to the Local Plan which will be out for consultation soon.  This is looking 

at how villages can sustain increase in housing within the infrastructure. 

The move by Mid Suffolk into Endeavour House in Ipswich is ongoing with more councillors 

expected to make use of “workstations” around the District.   

Part 3 – Councillor Fleming’s report is attached.   

County Council Report for Gislingham Parish Council - July 2017 - By County Councillor Jessica 

Fleming, Hartismere Division, Suffolk  Jessica.fleming@suffolk.gov.uk  Tel: 07714-597980 twitter: 

@jesstfleming 

Highways Reporting.  Defects/ potholes/ drainage etc. should be reported in the usual way – 

http://highwaysreporting.suffok.gov.uk 

Grass Verge Cutting - The grass cutting programme can be found on SCC’s website:- 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/assets/Roads-and-transport/Grass-Cutting-2017/Grass-Cutting.pdf  The 

single cut on minor roads is underway through June and July.  Overgrown verge problems are best 

reported using the County website https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads-pavements-

and-verges/trees-grass-and-weeds/grass-cutting/report-grass-cutting-problems/ 

A140 Improvements - Suffolk County Council's bid of 30th June for government funds includes work 

on the A140, including improvements at two junctions with a new access/roundabout at Brome.  We 

do not expect to hear about this bid until at least October. Information can be viewed on: 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transport-planning/grant-and-funding-applications-

for-transport-improvements/ 

Progress Power/ Eye Power Plant Update – Drax as the new owner of Stag Energy has taken over the 

4 gas powered intermittent generating projects in England and Wales and is making plans to 

construct the Eye plant and sub-station if it is successful in the next (February 2018) capacity 

auction.  The current agreed Development Consent Order terms can be viewed at: 

http://www.progresspower.co.uk/ 

Police & Crime Commissioner Public Meetings: all at 11 am – 2 pm 

Stowmarket Thursday 27 July, Meadow Centre (outside Costa Coffee), Stowmarket, IP14 1PN 

Ipswich Wednesday 2 August, Ipswich Cornhill, IP1 1DH 

Bury St Edmunds Wednesday 9 August, Arc Shopping Centre, 14 Prospect Row, IP33 3DG 

Environment Project Grant Fund - The Anglian Water Flourishing Environment Fund offers grants to 

projects that enhance the status of wetland habitats and/or wetland species. Grants will be awarded 

from £2,000 to £10,000. Details are on the following webpage 

https://www.cambscf.org.uk/anglianwater.html  The next deadline for applications is 1 August 2017.  

Chief Executive Change  - Our Chief Executive Deborah Cadman OBE has resigned and is going to 

take up a new position leading West Midlands Combined Authority in around 3 months time. 

Councillor Fleming explained that there is a new system in place for reporting potholes with 

someone based at Halesworth replacing David Irving who has left SCC.  Councillor Pitt had reported 

potholes on Finningham Road near Back Street.  Councillor Fleming asked him to report the issue 

again and copy her in. 

5 CLERKS REPORT 

5.1 Details of Circulated Emails  

The Clerk confirmed that she had circulated the following emails: MSDC Planning team pre-

application service, SALC Information bulletin, MSDC Mid Suffolk District Boundary 

Review, SCC Network Assurance – roadworks, Kompan Meeting Place quote, SALC 

Information bulletin, CAS System maintenance on 25 July.  
5.2 Update on Highway Issues in Gislingham  

The Clerk reported that David Irving had checked through the traffic orders and there was 

nothing specific about Morleys Lane.  Morleys Lane is a cul de sac within a 30mph area and 

so a 30mph limit is assumed.  He confirmed that SCC would not put up repeater signs. 

5.3 Update on BT Phone Box move to Village Hall 

 Councillor Pye reported that the phone has been removed but the electricity supply is still 

connected.   

mailto:Jessica.fleming@suffolk.gov.uk
http://highwaysreporting.suffok.gov.uk/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/assets/Roads-and-transport/Grass-Cutting-2017/Grass-Cutting.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads-pavements-and-verges/trees-grass-and-weeds/grass-cutting/report-grass-cutting-problems/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads-pavements-and-verges/trees-grass-and-weeds/grass-cutting/report-grass-cutting-problems/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transport-planning/grant-and-funding-applications-for-transport-improvements/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transport-planning/grant-and-funding-applications-for-transport-improvements/
http://www.progresspower.co.uk/
https://www.cambscf.org.uk/anglianwater.html
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At this point Councillor Kearsley arrived so the public participation session was reopened 

(Item 4.) 

6. FINANCE  

The bank statement for June was dated 10 July so the information was not available for the agenda.  

Councillor Pitt to contact the Co-op Bank to move the statement date to the end of the month to 

ensure figures are available.  It was suggested that online banking would make access to transactions 

easier.  Councillor Pitt to progress. 

6.1 Current Account Balance  
As at 10 July 2017 - £6,731.85.    

6.2 Deposit Account Balance  
As at 10 July 2017 - £17,000.   

6.3 Income  
June 2017 - £150 – payment from GAGA for allotment rent  

6.4 To approve the following invoices and salaries for payment – Resolution required   
K J Wells – Salary for June 2017 – £306.21 

  SALC – Clerk network meeting - £19.20 

  Gislingham Village Hall – Hire of Village Hall – April to June - £108 

  Top Garden Services - June - £274.28  

Mid Suffolk DC – Litter and Dog bins 2017/18 - £480.00 

ICO – data protection registration - £35 

It was proposed by Councillor Kitson, seconded by Councillor Chopping and agreed 

unanimously to pay the items at 6.4.  The Clerk will arrange.  

 6.5 To consider and approve sponsoring the marque hire at the Summer Fete 

The Clerk had received a request from the Summer Fair Committee for £70 to cover marque 

hire.  Councillor Pitt confirmed that the actual cost had been £100.  It was proposed by 

Councillor Chopping, seconded by Councillor Kitson and agreed with two abstentions to 

support this community event.  The Clerk will arrange payment.  
7 PLANNING APPLICATIONS, NOTIFICATIONS AND DECISIONS  

7.1 To consider and support/object to Reserved Matters in relation to application 3012/16 

for land south of Mill Street 

 The developer had changed the position of the houses to blend in with the village.  There was 

a question raised about an apparent reduction in the access track down the edge of Rowan 

Cottage.  The issue of parking along Mill Street during the construction phase was raised.  It 

is a narrow road and it is difficult for vehicles to pass if there is a vehicle parked on it so it 

was emphasised that parking should not be allowed on Mill Street for construction vehicles.  

The Parish Council was neutral to the application with the mention of parking on Mill Street 

and check that there hadn’t been changes to the outline planning permission.  Clerk to check 

width of access and inform MSDC of the decision. 

At this point Councillor Fleming arrived so the public participation session was reopened (Item 

4.) 

7.2 To consider and support/object to Planning Application No. DC/17/02781 for the 

erection of a single dwelling with garage at The Little House, High Street  

 The Parish Council did not object to the previous application relating to this dwelling but 

would like to state that there should not be any parking on High Street during the construction 

phase.  Clerk to inform MSDC of the decision 

7.3 To consider and support/object to Planning Application No. DC/17/03115 for the 

erection of a single dwelling with parking for land south of Mill Street 

 The Parish Council is neutral to this application with the same comments as for 

DC/17/02765.  Clerk to inform MSDC of the decision.  
8 CORRESPONDENCE  

8.1 Suffolk County Council  
New Anglia Growth Hub   
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8.2 Mid Suffolk District Council  
None   

8.3 Suffolk Association of Local Councils   
None.   

8.4 Miscellaneous   
Clerks & Councils Direct – July 2017 

Hags play and sport equipment 

Not all Councillors had seen the contents of the red bag and it was agreed to defer discussion until 

the August meeting. 

8.5 Correspondence received since circulation of bag   
Mid Suffolk District Council – Application for consent to carry out works to tree(s) 
protected by a Tree Preservation Order – DC/17/03442 – at Ash Tree House, Spring Close.  
The Council was neutral on this application and chose not to comment.   

9 COUNCILLORS REPORTS  

9.1 Rights of Way/Footpaths  

Councillor Chopping reported that some progress had been made with footpath 24.  He 

circulated a report on recent issues relating to footpaths.  It was proposed by Councillor Pitt, 

seconded by Councillor Tranter and agreed unanimously to authorise some clearance work on 

footpaths 36 and 39.  Councillor Pitt to request quotes from 3 local businesses.  Councillor 

Pitt to progress.  
9.2 Adventure Playground  

9.2.1 Provision of a Shelter  
Councillors Pitt reported that 50 surveys had been completed by people at the 
Summer Fair on 8 July. It will also be available on the website.  Councillor Pitt to 

put survey online.  The clear favourites were a climbing wall and a shelter with 
seating.  Quotes for these will be needed before applying to MSDC.. 

9.2.2 Works arising from Annual Playground Inspection  

Further to Councillor Crisp’s resignation, Councillor Kitson agreed to help Councillor 

Pye with looking after the playground.  The Clerk to progress the order with 

Playdale.  
9.3 Skatepark  

It was agreed that this should be omitted from future agendas unless there was further 
progress. 

 9.4 Neighbourhood Watch  
Councillor Kitson reported that no crimes had been reported.  He advised that people should 

not buy from people knocking on the door and that police recommended calling 101 to report 

people selling in the area. 

9.5 Village Map   
Councillor Pye reported that the Village Hall committee was happy with the proposal that the 

map be situated next to the white notice board.  Councillor Brooke to provide required 

format of the map.  
9.6 Bus Route Survey 

Nothing to report  
9.7 Speed Indicator Device   

Councillor Wells reported that between 18 June and 16 July there had been 12,700 vehicle 
movements.  85% of vehicles were at or below 32 mph.  One vehicle was recorded at 50 mph.   

 9.8 Community Speedwatch 

Councillor Pitt reported that the speed gun has been calibrated and is being used this week.    

 9.9 Housing Needs Survey 

Councillor Pitt reported that he had contacted Community Action Suffolk but had yet to 

receive a reply. 
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10 REVIEW OF ACTIONS FROM MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL HELP DESK – 
COUNCILLOR PYE   
Councillor Pye reported that there were three actions required from the Help Desk on 1 July. 

The first was a complaint about brambles along Bowling Alley. 

The second was a complaint about the grass verge not being cut opposite Little Green Close. 

The third was from Councillor Pye that the information on the board should be updated. 

The Clerk to add these to the Action Plan and progress them. 
Councillor Pitt will attend the next Help Desk on Saturday 5 August 2017 from 1000 to 1200 at 
the Village Hall.   

11 PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE/FACEBOOK – CLERK  

The Clerk was asked to update the PC contact list.   
12 ACTION PLAN 

This had been circulated by the Clerk.  New actions to be added as per item 10.  
13 BUSINESS PLAN 2017/2018 

13.1 To consider training requirements 

None.  

14 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA  
External audit.  The Clerk will arrange.  

15 DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
Monday 21 August 2017 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.  

 
 

 

 


