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Working for our Community 

 
 
 
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 

17 APRIL 2017 

 
Present: Councillor C Pitt (Chairman), Councillor A Kitson (Vice Chairman), Councillor G. Laurence, 
Councillor M Crisp, Councillor R Pye, Councillor C Chopping, Councillor S Wells, two members of the 
public and Mrs K Wells (Clerk) 
  
1 TO CONSIDER/APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Councillor C Tranter (away) and Councillor K Brooke (family commitment).  The Council accepted 
the reasons for Councillor Tranter and Councillor Brooke’s absences.  

2 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS   
Councillor R Pye declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 5.3, Councillor G Laurence declared a 

pecuniary interest in Item 5.3.  
 
3 TO APPROVE THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

20 MARCH 2017   
It was pointed out that Councillors Pye and Laurence had declared interests in 5.5 on the agenda not 
5.6.  It was also noted that the previous minutes were dated as 16 January rather than 20 February.  It 
was proposed by Councillor Kitson, seconded by Councillor Crisp and agreed with one abstention 
(absent from the meeting) that the Chairman sign the minutes as a true record after the amendments 
were made.       
3.1 Matters Arising.  

The Clerk reported that the information about the Better Broadband Subsidy Scheme had been 

resubmitted to the Messenger. 

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION   
To receive reports from the County Councillor, District Councillor, and Questions and 
Comments from the Public.  
A member of the public stated they had come to hear the discussion about the potential purchase of 

an additional Dog Litter Bin to be sited in the vicinity of the Band Hut.   

5 CLERKS REPORT 

5.1 Details of Circulated Emails  

The Clerk confirmed that she had circulated the following emails: 

Community Action Suffolk newsletter 22 March 

CAS Volunteering conference – 25 May  

ROSPA course – Brentwood in June and October, Cambridge in November – Councillor 

Crisp interested in attending a one day course in September and will check her 

availability. 

Jo Cox Foundation – Let’s be Great Together – 17 – 18 June 

Network Rail – crossings at Gislingham and Paynes 

CAS newsletter 5 April 

EAAA – Recycling in the community – There is a clothes bank at the Six Bells and proceeds 

are donated to St Mary’s.  It was agreed that the village didn’t need further recycling points. 

SALC Information bulletin 

Eye Town Council – Mayor’s Parade on 28 May  
5.2 Update on Highway Issues in Gislingham  
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The Clerk had confirmed she had emailed Highways about the request for 30 mph signs in 

Morleys Lane. There still had not been any response.  The Clerk will contact Highways 

again.  

A resident had asked what could be done about the junction onto the A140 at The White 

Horse at Stoke Ash.  This is outside Gislingham Parish so the resident was directed to contact 

the County Councillor, Jessica Fleming. 

5.3 Update on BT Phone Box move to Village Hall 

 Councillor G Laurence reported that he is still waiting for the BT Phone Box to be 

disconnected.  Gislingham Parish Council has purchased the BT Phone Box. 

5.4 To organise Spring Litter Pick  

This event will be held on Sunday 23 April, meeting at the Village Hall at 10am.  The Parish 

Council would like to thank Peter Lucas who emailed to say that he was unavailable to help 

on 23 April but had cleared Burgate Road and Mellis Road last weekend.  The hall would be 

open from 9.45am. The Clerk will arrange refreshments and bring high visibility jerkins, 

litter picks and black bags on the day.  

5.5 Provision of Dog Litter Bins 

The clerk reported that a dog bin currently cost £86 to buy and £35 each year to empty.  It 

was proposed that a bin be purchased for positioning at the Silver Band Hut but, as there was 

no seconder, the motion was not taken to a vote.  Instead it was agreed to review dog bin use 

around the village and reconsider at the September meeting.  Councillor Crisp volunteered 

to carry out a survey. 

6. FINANCE  

6.1 Current Account Balance  
As at 31 March 2017 - £20,116.47.  This includes the balance from the deposit account.  
After calculating the amount of unpresented cheques the remainder will be transferred to the 
new Co-operative Bank account.    

6.2 Deposit Account Balance  
As at 31 March 2017 - £0.00.   

6.3 Income  
March 2017 - None   

6.4 To approve the following invoices and salaries for payment – Resolution required   
K J Wells – Salary for March 2017 – £306.21 

  K J Wells – Expenses for March/April 2017 - £20.00 

  SALC – LCAS - £72.00 

  Jeff Norman – Photographs - £20.00 

  Gislingham Village Hall - £72.00 

  Viking Direct – Printer cartridges- £61.18 

Lady Henniker – Water for allotments - £101.19 

It was proposed by Councillor Kitson, seconded by Councillor Laurence and agreed 

unanimously to pay the items at 6.4.  The Clerk will arrange.   
7 PLANNING APPLICATIONS, NOTIFICATIONS AND DECISIONS  

7.1 To consider and support/object to Planning Application 1241/17 for the Erection of a 

detatched out-building for home office and attic bedroom annex at Orchard Cottage, 

Back Street.  It was agreed that the Parish Council had no comment to make on this 

application.  The Clerk will inform MSDC of the decision.  
8 CORRESPONDENCE  

8.1 Suffolk County Council  
None   

8.2 Mid Suffolk District Council  
None   

8.3 Suffolk Association of Local Councils   
None.   
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8.4 Miscellaneous   
None  

8.5 Correspondence received since circulation of bag   
None.   

9 COUNCILLORS REPORTS  

9.1 Rights of Way/Footpaths   
Councillor Chopping reported that footpath 24 and bridleway 23 are still overgrown and that 
he had heard nothing further from SCC.  Councillor Chopping to contact SCC again and 
cc Councillor Fleming. 
The Network Rail work on closing railway crossing S16, Gislingham, appears to have started 
without the footpath diversion being put in place.  Councillor Chopping to check the 
situation before contacting them.  

9.2 Adventure Playground  

9.2.1 Provision of a Shelter   
Councillor Pye reported he had spoken to Sarah Carter about using a questionnaire to 

gauge option regarding new facilities.  There should be a 3 pronged approach with 

people being able to access a paper questionnaire from the clerk, complete on online 

survey or hold a consultation with pictures of proposed equipment on display.  

Children could get involved by putting stars on the things they would like.  This could 

be done at the Village Fair.  Councillor Pye was thanked for the work done on the 

questionnaire. 

Once the survey process has been completed 3 companies will be approached for 

quotes which will be forwarded to MSDC. Councillor Pitt to investigate use of 

survey monkey.    

It was agreed that Gislingham United Charity would need to be contacted to check 

boundaries for extra equipment and any guidance on siting.  Councillor Pitt to 

contact the Clerk of GUC.  

9.2.2 Works arising from Annual Playground Inspection  

Councillor Crisp reported she is progressing this and will circulate a report before the 

next meeting.  Councillor Crisp to progress. 

There was a report of damage/vandalism at the playground.  The back board of one of 

the basketball hoops had been damaged and the structure supporting the hoop was 

badly bent.  Councillors Pitt and Crisp made it safe.  It was agreed not to repair the 

badly damaged hoop but the other backboard needed replacing and the damaged 

structure needed to be tidied up.  Councillor Crisp agreed to obtain quotes. 

There was coverage of the damage on Facebook and someone has volunteered to 

contact the Parish Council to report any other damage.  It was suggested that an article 

be put in the Messenger on costs of repair to make young people think about the 

consequences of their actions.  
9.3 Skatepark  

A member of the skatepark committee had sent an update that there was £45,000 available 
and that planning permission was not required because it was being put onto charity land and 
would be supported by the Parish Council.  

9.4 Neighbourhood Watch   
Councillor Kitson reported that no crimes had been reported.  There was nothing on the 

police website except for information about a couple of scams.  One of these involved the 

efficiency of solar panels. 

9.5 Village Map   
Adrian Waite was not at the meeting and there has not been an update from him.   
Councillor Brooke to contact him for an update and to ask for an invoice for work done   
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9.6 Bus Route Survey   
There was no progress to report. 

9.7 Speed Indicator Device   
Councillor Wells reported that the device had been moved recently and that 95% of vehicles 
were within the speed limit.  One vehicle was recorded at 75mph.  There were 15,000 vehicle 
movements within a month.    

 9.8 Community Speedwatch 

The Community Speedwatch team were out for the first week in April.  No one was recorded 

speeding during the morning sessions but there were some during the afternoon sessions, 

including one vehicle which was recorded speeding on 4 different afternoons.    
 
10 REVIEW OF ACTIONS FROM MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL HELP DESK – 

COUNCILLOR LAURENCE   
Councillor Laurence reported that there were no actions required from the Help Desk 1 April. 
Councillor Kitson will attend the next Help Desk on Saturday 6 May 2017 from 1000 to 1200 at 
the Village Hall. 

11 CONSIDER INVOLVEMENT IN THE GREAT GET TOGETHER WEEKEND 17-18 JUNE 

It was agreed to take no action. 

12 PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE/FACEBOOK – CLERK  

The Clerk would attend website training tomorrow.  The Facebook page now has 91 likes.   
13 ACTION PLAN 

This is accurate and will be circulated to Councillors before the next meeting.  It will also be 

available on the website.  The Clerk will arrange.   
14 BUSINESS PLAN 2017/2018  

14.1 Finalise arrangements for the Annual Village Meeting   
The Chairman confirmed the attendance of Bill Newman, the Corporate Manager of Strategic 
Planning at MSDC.  Invitations to local organisations will be sent out.  The Clerk will 
arrange.  

14.2 To discuss the awarding of the Watson Bowl (In Camera) 

The Clerk confirmed that she had received a number of nominations, which were read to 

Councillors.  It was agreed that all were worthy nominations and after a healthy debate a 

winner was chosen.  The Chairman will arrange for the return of the Bowl, have it 

engraved and prepare the certificate. 

14.3 To consider training requirements 

The play area inspection course for Councillor Crisp is being progressed. 

 14.4 To organise annual staff review 

Given that the Clerk has only been in post since January it was agreed to defer this until July. 

15 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA  
There will need to be a vote on the cost of playground equipment.  The Clerk will arrange.  

16 DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
Monday 15 May 2017 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.  

 

 


